Good Day to All,
This is a letter of introduction to your classroom for a RACW Student Day field trip.  The Reenactors of the American Civil War (RACW) have been educating Northern California for over a decade.  It is our job to help students understand the hidden or untold stories of the Civil War.  Attending one of our student days will offer a unique chance to experience the 1860’s in as close a setting as historically possible.
Prior to visiting our event, there are certain activities that your classroom is encouraged to try.  Please have all payment prepared before your students leave the bus.  Reenactors, or docents, will see your classroom off the bus and lead you from station to station.  The moment your class leaves the bus, they have traveled back to 1863.  Students will be treated as new army recruits, given orders and are expected to obey them.  
A way to engage the students in this concept is to elect a Class “Lieutenant” and “Sergeant” prior to your visit.  The “Lieutenant” is in charge of giving commands that will move the group around the event site, while the “Sergeant” will see that the rest of the class follows them.  Competitions will quickly build between classes as to the best “Company.”  For our event, the students are asked to split into a column of two (that is two lines of students).  This is done to split large classes into manageable groups for the stations as there is limited time between unloading the bus and the start of the first station.  

Once the groups have been formed, the docent, military or civilian, will lead you to your first station.  Your class can practice its marching skills along the way.  However, it is important that students are as quiet as possible when passing occupied stations where presentations are being held.  This will be the role of the “Sergeant” to see that his or her classmates are behaving.
The time spent at a particular station usually ranges from 8-15 minutes depending on the number of stations available.  At the end of each station, the artillery will fire as a signal to rotate.  In order to block the noise, which is very loud for those not accustomed to it, cup your hands around your ears with your palms to the rear.  This will help insure a pleasant visit for everyone.

A very important thing to note about our events is that they are held outside.  Most of the time students will be standing in the open elements.  We suggest that classes attending dress appropriately for a half day field trip and bring adequate water as it will not be provided.

Due to the presence of weaponry and valuable property, it is crucial that teachers and chaperones take charge of their students.  Reenactors will take on disciplinary roles if it is not handled in any other way.  If a situation arises that could prove dangerous or disruptive, students will be taken back to the buses without hesitation.

 I hope that this information has helped you in your decision to attend our educational event.  Any further questions or concerns will be address to the best of my ability.
Your Humble Servant,

Donna Walton

RACW Education Representative

(530)357-3824

dwalton@orphanchild.net
